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Your pet’s urine test results explained and what it could all mean! 

Test Pad What it tests for Normal Result 
pH The pH level indicates the acidity of the 

urine. 
In healthy pets, urine pH should be in the 6.0 to 6.5 range. 

Specific Gravity This is a measure of your pet’s urine 
concentration, which is a measure of 
kidney function. 

A wide range of USGs can be encountered in healthy 
animals – 1.001 to >1.075 for dogs and 1.001 to >1.085 for 
cats – although values encountered typically for normally 
hydrated individuals are often closer to 1.015 to 1.045 for 
dogs, and 1.035 to 1.060 for cats. It is important to note 
that any USG value could be considered ‘normal’ in a 
patient, depending on certain other factors, including the 
patient’s hydration status. In healthy animals, urine 
concentration can change substantially over time, and 2 to 
3 fold variations have been observed within 2 hours in 
some dogs. Cats typically produce more highly 
concentrated urine than dogs, but similar variation might 
be expected for normal cats. 

Protein On a dipstick test, protein should not be 
routinely found in urine. 

A positive test for protein in urine may be an indication of 
a bacterial infection, kidney disease or blood in urine. 

Sugar Sugar should not be detected in urine. The presence of sugar in urine may be a red flag for 
underlying Diabetes mellitus. 

Ketones Ketones are abnormal by products 
produced by your pet’s cells when they 
do not have an adequate energy source. 

If your pet tests positive for ketones in its urine, a medical 
work up for Diabetes Mellitus will be performed. 

Bilirubin Bilirubin is the yellow-staining 
breakdown product of hemoglobin found 
in red blood cells. 

Bilirubinuria (bilirubin in urine) is an abnormal finding and 
indicative that red blood cells in your pet’s blood stream 
are being destroyed at a higher rate than normal. It can be 
found in pets with liver disease and autoimmune diseases. 
Remember, that pets with blood in their urine from a 
bladder infection can falsely stain the bilirubin pad on the 
dipstick causing a false concern for a more serious liver 
problem. 

Blood The dipstick can identify red blood cells 
or other components of the blood, like 
hemoglobin or myoglobin, that are 
present in your pet’s urine. 

Blood in the urine must be investigated further by 
microscopic evaluation of the urine. Blood in the urine 
may be indicative of an infection, inflammatory problem 
or stones in bladder or kidney 

Leukocytes The level of Leukocytes, also called white 
blood cells, is ideal when few or none are 
found in urine. 

When more are present, it can mean your dog or cat has a 
bacterial infection. 

Urobilinogen Urobilinogen is a breakdown of 
hemoglobin in your dog’s red blood cells. 

A small amount in your dog’s urine is normal. Abnormal 
levels of urobilinogen can mean your dog has hemolytic 
anemia or gallstones. 

 

The strips also detect Nitrites. However, this parameter is only relevant for certain animals. 

If the urine test shows positive for any of the parameters, then it is recommended that you make an appointment with 
your vet. 


